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book on the Indian question was given -to the public. We venture to
offer our congratulations to the two Chambers and the Potchefstroom
Association for daring to be just. It is a relief to recognise, amid the heap
of blind, unreasoning prejudice, sober views and sentiments expressed by
representative bodies. A little more patience, a little more time, and
perfect equanimity on the part of the British Indians will, we doubt not,
do the rest. Unwearied reiteration is, as the late Professor Max Miiller
used to say, the only remedy for driving a new truth home, and for enabl-
ing people to remove preconceived notions. Our duty is, therefore, plain.
We should continue, in season and out of season, to show that the case
for the Indians is invulnerable, and that the Indian has never asked for
anything that could not reasonably be granted, consistently with the inter-
ests of the white traders and white predominance.

Indian Opinion, 5-11-1904

242. COLOURED PASSENGERS ON THE TRANSVAAL
RAILWAYS
The Johannesburg newspapers publish the interesting correspondence
between His Excellency the High Commissioner and the Rand Pioneers
on the subject of the Natives of the Transvaal travelling first and second
class on the Central South African Railways. Lord Milner has assured
the Rand Pioneers that henceforth no Natives, except those holding
certificates of exemption, will be allowed to travel first or second class
on the railways, and that the inspectors and station-masters have been
instructed to separate Coloured passengers from the white passengers.
The Rand Pioneers have restricted their demands only to the Natives,
but the instructions issued by Mr. Price, 'the General Manager, cover all
the Coloured people, including British Indians, although it is some satis-
faction to learn that respectable British Indians are to be allowed first-
or second-class tickets without difficulty. Special coaches for Coloured
passengers are to be joined to the Pretoria-Pietersburg line as an experi-
ment. This is one of the instances how a mountain'can be made out of
a mole-hill, and if separate carriages are to be provided for different races,
logically, there should be compartments for Natives, Chinese, British
Indians, Cape Coloured people, Boers, Englishmen, Germans, and so
on. It would, indeed, then be a question as to how to make the line pay,
but that would be a very small affair compared to the respect that has to
be paid to sentiment in the Transvaal, whether such sentiment be
reasonable or otherwise. Joking apart, however, if the distinction is to be
drawn, we imagine that it will be necessary to have three distinct com-
partments, namely, for Europeans, Natives and Asiatics. The circular
issued by the General Manager is a veritable hornet's nest, and we are
quite sure that we have not heard the last of it. The Rand Pioneers
have already notified their dissatisfaction, and they do not believe in